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fully after health matters. The island is divided into a number of dis- 
tricts, each of which has its overseer. The sanitary condition of the 
city is such that the health authorities do not believe yellow fever can 
prevail here except by importation from some foreign port, and most 
rigid quarantine is enforced to prevent such a result. 

The quarantine regulations are simple, but rigid. In May of each 
year the governor in council issues a proclamation declaring all other 
West Indian and Gulf ports to be infected up to November 1, including 
Florida ports as far north as Miami. Any vessel arriving from any 
such ports is placed in quarantine for fourteen days, even though she 
has no sickness on board and has a clean bill of health. 

As to all other ports the health officer on board an arriving vessel, 
decides the question of quarantine himself, or refers it to the board of 
health. Northern ports are never quarantined unless for a special 
reason. There is a fine and well equipped quarantine station on Athol 
Island, 3 miles from the city. These regulations have been in operation 
for many years. 

I do not think there has been any change in particular during the last 
twenty years in the commerce with ports where yellow fever is endemic. 

I do not regard Nassau as a port where yellow fever is endemic ; that 
is, it does not originate or develop here. There has not been a case of 
yellow fever in this port for over twenty years. The last cases we had 
occurred in the summer of 1880, and it was stated by the authorities here 
at that time that the fever was brought by a vessel arriving from a foreign 
port. It was not a bad visitation, something like 30 or 40 deaths occur- 
ring, a peculiarity of it being the number of children who died from the 
disease. 

I believe the foregoing will meet the requirements of the Treasury 
Department, but if additional information be needed I will take great 
pleasure in forwarding it. 

Thos. J. MoLain, 
United States Consul. 

BARBADOS. 

Report on the harbor and sanitary condition with reference to yellow fever. 

[Reply to Department circular letter of August 24, 1900.] 

Barbados, West Indies, September 22, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment's unnumbered dispatch of August 30 with inclosure from the 
Treasury Department. 

Herewith inclosed I have the honor to forward a rough chart of the 
harbor of this place, and of the inner harbor locally known as the 
Careenage, which I have prepared, showing the location of the various 
sewers and drains of the city of Bridgetown, as far as I have been able 
to ascertain them. Under separate cover I also forward a copy of the 
quarantine laws and regulations of this island, from which I deemed 
the Department would be able to gather more information than from 
any bare details I may be able to furnish. 

The sanitation of this island is under the control of several depart- 
ments. First of which may be mentioned the board of health and quar- 
antine board, which control the shipping and quarantine regulations of 
the island, and all the local government institutions. They also con- 
trol the government medical officers whose duty it is to inspect every 
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parish in the island and make regular reports as to the sanitary con- 
dition thereof. The several vestries of the various parishes are directly 
responsible for the sanitation of their respective parishes. These vestries 
appoint sanitary inspectors, health commissioners, and highway in- 
spectors, who make weekly reports to their respective vestries, afid 
have the power to summarily summon before a police magistrate any 
one whose premises are found in an unsanitary condition by reason of 
cesspools, accumulation of garbage, untidiness, offensive smells, or other- 
wise. These commissioners and inspectors make weekly surprise visits 
in their own parishes at any time they choose, and have free access to any 
portion of the premises ; there being a severe penalty imposed for any 
obstruction. These measures are also in force in the city of Bridge- 
town, which is a portion of the parish of St. Michael. The city is, 
however, provided with its own sanitary officers (it being feared that 
the work of inspection would be too great for the officers belonging to 
the parish to perform). The keeping of swine is strictly prohibited in 
the city. The sinking of excreta pits and erection of urinals is pro- 
hibited without the inspection and approval of the health commissioners. 

Permanent coverings are not allowed over any gutters or rain drains 
in the city. Each morning all drains, sewers, and gutters are flushed 
with a high pressure of water led through a hose with a 4-inch nozzle. 
After this process it is incumbent on every storekeeper, under a heavy 
penalty, to see that the gutters around his store are properly swept and 
cleaned. These rules are all rigidly enforced, and the city of Bridgetown 
kept in a highly healthy and clean condition. This island being unlike 
the other West Indian Islands, in that it is a low lying land (the highest 
point being only 1,100 feet above the sea), the trade winds blow con- 
tinually over it, and with an inexhaustible supply of water there is 
little difficulty in keeping the town clean. The sewers, as will be seen 
in the chart, sent herewith, empty into the Careenage, or inner harbor. 
They are placed a few inches above high water mark. The fall of the 
tide is about 18 inches. The trade winds blow from about E. to slightly 
ESE. The Careenage is made up of the waters of Carlisle Bay, which, 
at the second bridge marked on the chart, meet a small stream of sur- 
face water, formed by heavy rains, flowing out to the sea. This stream 
is about 2 feet deep and dwindles away to an insignificant little creek 
of water. With the prevailing trade winds, the current in the Careen- 
age sets outward all the year. The bottom of the Careenage is of coral 
formation and not of mud. which thus renders it difficult to deepen it 
so as to allow vessels drawing more than 12 feet of water to come 
alongside. 

The last epidemic of yellow fever here occurred in 1892 ; since then 
there has not been a case. The epidemic on that occasion was traced, 
I am informed, to a bundle of clothes brought on shore to be laundered 
from a ship which had lately arrived from Santos with yellow fever. 
The British garrison here were the chief sufferers. 

Quarantine restrictions are rigidly enforced, so rigidly, in fact, that 
it is feared they hamper the shipping of the port, which would other- 
wise be greater ; be this as it may, however, there can be no doubt that 
every precaution is taken to carefully preserve the good health of the 
island. The British Government insists that 2 of the army doctors sta- 
tioned at the garrison shall be members of the board of health, and 
these gentlemen insist on the most minute health precautions being 
enforced so as to safeguard the garrison. 
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There has been no epidemic of any description during the last eight- 
een years which would have affected the shipping of the island. 
Eespectfully, Arthur B. St. Hill, 

United States Vice- Consul. 
Hon. assistant Secretaey of State. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 

Report from Belize — Fruit port — End of quarantine season. 

Belize, British Honduras, October 26, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith the weekly report of the 
registrar-general. The FoxhaU, Larsen, clears this morning for New 
Orleans, and the Managua, Gunderson, also clears for Mobile, Ala. 
This is the last trip of these steamers under the regulations. There is 
general rejoicing in the town and colony that the quarantine season is 
ended. I shall go to New Orleans by the mail steamer of next week, 
one week from to-day, November 2. 

Eespectfully, Norwood K. Vance, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 

List of deaths registered in the town of Belize from the 19th instant to date. 

Belize, October 25, 1900. 

Certified by coroner 

Uncertified 



Certified by medical practitioner — 

Multiple abscesses of liver(a) 1 

Old age 1 

Certified by district commissioner or 
police, natural causes 2 

a Died in hospital 



COLOMBIA. 



Total 4 



A. K. Young, 
Registrar-General. 



Report from Bocas del Toro, fruit port — History of the case of yellow fever 

reported October 21. 

Booas del Toro, Colombia, October 2^ 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended October 20, 
1900, the following steamships were inspected, clearing for ports in the 
United States : October 17, steamship Dualey, Norwegian ; Anderson, 
master ; crew, 15 ; no passengers ; for Mobile, Ala. October 20, steam- 
ship Simon Dumois, Norwegian ; Neuwejoar, master ; crew, 15 ; no pas- 
sengers ; for New Orleans, La. 

Two deaths, both male Chinese, occurred in the town of Bocas del 
Toro during the past week, 1 due to chronic malarial fever and the 
other death the result of a relapse of malarial fever, complicated with 
cardiac derangements. 

I herewith confirm my cablegram, dated October 21, 1900, sent by 
means of a cayuse from Bocas del Toro to cable office in Port Limon, 
Costa Rica, which reads as follows : 

"Bocas del Toro, 
" Via Port Limon, Costa Rica, October 21, 1900. 
" One case yellow — Bocas. 

" Carson." 
" Wyman." 



